








Playing Her
ards Right

Lisa Gregorisch-Dempsey has an ace up her sleeve for
‘Extra’s’ next incarnation — and his name is Mario Lopez

QA

isa Gregorisch-Dempsey doesn't get up from behind her
massive desk whien someone enters the room. She does-
n't have to — she's a force of nature whether sitting or
standing. and possibly even in her sleep, In 2000, she

toak over the reins as " Extra's™ senior executive producer,
guiding the entertainment news show through major shifts in

tenit and personmel, amd today, as “Extra” begins its 15 season,
ighest competition vet
new host in Mario Lopez an
ty to discuss in arecent chat w
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Whvy hire Mario Lopez?

Lisa Gregorisch-Dempsey: He's the future of the genre. 1t's his Hme
Mario came lo me five years ago and said, “What do T have to do
you 1o consider me for the main job?™ Isabd, *You bave o b ne a
household name on your owmn. | know you grew up in the business and
thal Evan Lomgoria is your best friend, bt 1 want you to go out there
and make your own path” And to his credit, be did.

What makes him the futume?

Gregorisch-Dempsey: He is relatable on every level. He has a huge fol
lowing in the Hispanic commmmnity. He is on the cover of every single
magazinge out there. He is a risk taker. He is disciplined, He has the
Midas touch

A lot of your competition comes from the Internet the:
yous meet chall
Gresiorisch-Dempsey: The {*Extia” Wel) site will be more aboat social
networking, more interactive. Stars will be able to talk ko stars, viewers
wrill b s
slow i -|:J_'|'. Skype and evber camms and texling aid Flip caimns
A big element in our future. We have to evolve the genre
Lo ke up with the world. After all, pretty soon we will
b gk ting into our cars and fhing o work.

s, How wil

Askre from your co-producers and staft, to whom do v
turn for adhvice

Gregorisch-Dempsey: Simon Cowell s Hterally my counsel,
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lormat,

ke bo ask stars questions. Viewers will have more of a role in the
this ks

anil 1 am his. Every show I do and every show he does, we give cach
ol her a critique.

How did you twia become each other's sounding baards?
Gregorisch-Dempsey: My hair guy was doing 5i
slipped a note to him, and he gave it to Simon, who called and said,
Lat's have dinmer™ I gave him saame Flaliny ]

career adwice abouot working in

Aammaerica, and he told me,

wy

lite." He is one of my best
friends an the planet

on's hair, Sol

u will be my friend for o w

T el yonur b
have to work .
Gregorisch-Dempsey; Are
you kidding? 1 am in bed
by 5 p.m, My husband
comtld kil me becanse
am omn the BlackBerry all
night. 1 am awake at

., i by 5210
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can'l wait for
e Mario era
to begin. ET
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